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POSITIVE PARTNERSHIP TO REDUCE RE-OFFENDING

A generous donation from Glen Care Group, a supporter of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, provides a vital boost to the resettlement of young offenders.
The Glen Care Group has donated a substantial amount of money to The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award ASPIRE Project. The focus of the project will be to support the resettlement of young offenders.

The ASPIRE project seeks to establish that the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award impacts positively on a young persons life and actively reduces the number of re-offenders aged 14-25 within the UK.

Research continually shows that positive activities such as The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award actively reduce re-offending. Research repeatedly demonstrates that self-esteem, self-worth, and personal development are crucial protective factors for young people at risk of engaging and re-engaging in crime and in preventing youth crime. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award programme is designed to develop and reinforce these positive characteristics.  It is a highly successful proven programme which contributes positively to ensuring young people move on from their connection with the youth justice system.

The Glen Care Group will be supporting The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award ASPIRE Project by developing a suitable model for enabling young offenders to continue their DofE during resettlement. Orchard Lodge, a Secure Children’s Home in South London owned by the Glen Care Group, will be one of six pilot establishments and provide valuable information to help the Project move forward.

Gordon Phillips, Chairman, of the Glen Care Group said: “This will be a major befit for the young persons when they leave secure care giving them continuing support and mentoring once back in the community.”

Aaron Whithead Clinical Director of the Glen Care Group said: “When the young person is in our care they receive therapy to prevent re-offending. This new ASPIRE programme will improve outcomes in terms of preventing re-offending.”  

Peter Westgarth CEO, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award said: “We are most grateful to the Glen Care group for their donation towards our work with some of the most vulnerable young people in our society.  This will enable us to develop a strong mechanism so that young people leaving custody are easily able to continue their involvement and achieve The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.”

-ENDS- 
For further information about The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award or this project, please contact:

Emma Maguire

Communications Officer

Tel: 01753 727423

Email: emma.maguire@theaward.org 

Notes to Editors:

The ASPIRE Project; 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has been involved in working with young offenders for many decades. Many links have been developed across the UK with the Youth Justice System and with the young people participating in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award whilst being held in custody. 

Notes to Editors:
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

· Last year, for the first time, over 275,000 young people were participating in the Award; over 30,000 of these young people were from disadvantaged backgrounds. In total over 3,960,000 people have participated in the Award since 1956. 

· Across the world, over 635,000 participants are trying for an Award at any one time, with over 275,000 of these in the UK. 

· There were over 161,000 new entrants last year in the UK – an increase of 6.7% on the previous year.

· 64,822 achieved their Bronze, Silver or Gold Award – an increase of 5.8%.

· Young people’s volunteering through the Award has a social value of over £13.5million per year.

· The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a registered charity run with the support of over 50,000 volunteers and 10,000 partner organisations.

· Since 1956, over 3.9 million young people have participated in the UK Award.  

· Currently almost 7% of 14-17 year olds in the UK are taking part through Award Groups in youth clubs, voluntary organisations, Open Award Centres, schools, colleges, young offender institutes and businesses. 

· In 1988 The International Award Association was established to co-ordinate and develop the Award worldwide and since 1956, over 6 million young people in over 123 countries have taken up the challenge. 

· The Award was founded in 1956 by the Patron, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. TRH The Duke of Edinburgh and The Earl of Wessex continue to be involved with the organisation to this date. 

Further information can be found at 
www.theaward.org
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